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Global cement consumption estimates for 2021 and comparisons with 2020 & 2019
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Recent consumption trends:
2020 has been a year of reversals in the global cement
sector. Global consumption declined by 0.5%. This was
made up by an increase in China of 1.5% and a drop in
the rest of the world of 3.5%.

2021 saw a strong recovery across the globe of around
3.5%. This time, China was the laggard growing only by
1.5%, whereas the rest of the world expanded by a
whopping 6.4%.

NB: All 2021 figures are currently estimates. CemBR will be releasing actual
figures as they become available.

Insights and data from 
CemBR’s Intelligence 

Platform:

https://cembrgroup.com/intelligence-platforms/#forecasts


Global ex- China cement – supply in 2021 and 2020
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Recent supply trends:
New supply in 2021 grew by around 2.8% reaching just over 3.2 billion tonnes. This capacity is distributed among 1,960 plants 32%
of which are grinding, whereas the rest are integrated or clinker only. The grinding plant correspond to only 20% of the total
cement milling capacity in 2021.

As supply grew at a lower rate than overall demand, cement utilisation rates improved in 2021 by almost 3 percentage points.
However, these rates are still below the 2019 high levels.

Insights and data from 
CemBR’s Intelligence 

Platform:

https://cembrgroup.com/intelligence-platforms/#forecasts


CemBR global coverage: Regional trends Ex-China
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Regional trends Ex-China:
Three out of six regions were resilient in 2020,
and experienced a recovery in 2021. for these
three regions cement consumption in 2021 was
well above the 2019 highs.

For the three regions that saw a decline in 2020,
Asia Oceania experienced the highest drop, but
almost regained this back in 2021.

Over the two years, Sab Saharan Africa
experienced the highest growth of 10.5% with
MENA & the Gulf second at 7.8%. Americas was
also a strong performer over the two year
period. At the same time, Asia Oceania was the
worst performer showing an almost 1% decline
followed by Western Europe and Eastern Europe
Central Asia.

Details on all regions in CemBR Forecasts report
Insights and data from 
CemBR’s Intelligence 

Platform:

https://cembrgroup.com/intelligence-platforms/#forecasts


Forecasts to 2025 of CemBR Region: Americas/ Sub-region: North
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Recent per capita trends:
All regions saw an increase in per capita between 2020 and 2021. However, Sub Saharan Africa and Western Europe were in
reality static in terms of per capita between the two years. In the case of Sub Saharan Africa, it was the significant increase of
population of 2.5% (2021 over 2020) that led to the static per capita figure. In Western Europe this was mainly due to the very
small increase in demand.

The 2021 global ex-China per capita figure was significantly above 2020, and very slightly above 2019.

Insights and data from 
CemBR’s Intelligence 

Platform:

https://cembrgroup.com/intelligence-platforms/#forecasts
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Our websites:

For CemBR Forecasts

cembrgroup.com

For the CGC:
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